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Barbon & Middleton Village Newsletter 

 June 2026 Issue 10 

Welcome to our 10th village 

newsletter. Our aim is to keep you, the 
residents of Barbon & Middleton, up to 
date with what is happening in your area. 
In this newsletter, you will find information 
concerning St. Bartholomew’s Church, 
The Parish Council & the Village Hall. We 
promised not to bombard you, and we 
hope you do not mind us sending out a 
couple of extra messages highlighting 
upcoming events.  

If you cannot access the internet, please 
let Chris Brown know on 07540821564 
and she will arrange to have one 
delivered. There are also a limited 
number of copies at the Church and the Village Hall. 

If you have not yet signed up for a digital copy and wish to do so, please visit 
barbon.org.uk 
 

Please send in your news & events to newsletter@barbon.org.uk 
By 15th August for inclusion in the September 2026 issue. We, the editors, would 

welcome your contributions. 
 

Eggstatic Easter Egg Hunt 

It was an absolute joy to be part of a joint celebration of Easter hosted by St. 
Bartholomew’s, Lune Valley Vineyard Church and the Village Hall Committee.  
 

The weather was changeable, 
but it didn’t dampen spirits as 
around thirty children hunted for 
easter eggs in the hedgerows of 
Barbon Village. The fun and 
feasting continued afterwards at 
the Village Hall where much 
cake and chocolate was 
consumed. Thank you to St. 
Bartholomew’s, Lune Valley 
Vineyard Church and the Village 
Hall Committee for providing 
eggs and refreshments. Oh, and 

thank you to Richard Dancy and Sam Brown, also known as the Easter Bunnies, who 
braved the morning squally weather to hide the eggs. 

 

https://barbon.org.uk/
mailto:newsletter@barbon.org.uk
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Barbon Parish Council - Latest News 

The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting & the meeting of 
Barbon Parish Council can be found at barbon.org.uk  

I would urge everyone to visit the minutes as it does bring 
everyone up to speed re developments in the village. 

Annual Parish meeting  

Public participation - Matters discussed included: 

• The 20 mph speed limit in the village, which is helping the 
situation, although some drivers ignore it and travel at inappropriate speeds. 

• Dog fouling remains an issue. 

• The request for an additional litter bin will be dealt with at the next Parish Council 
meeting. 

• Proliferation of potholes. Councillor Lee is reporting these on a regular basis. 

Parish Council Meeting 

• A new Parish Council website has now been set up. Councillors now have new 
email addresses, ending in ‘gov.uk’. There is a vacancy for someone to update the 
website regularly with minutes and agendas, etc. Please do contact one of your 
councillors if of interest. 

• Councillor Huddleston will register the Council’s Resilience Plan/Village Hall as a 
‘HUB’.  

• The possible second defibrillator is ‘on hold’ at present. Councillor Huddleston will 
make a grant application for it. 

• Waste bin: Councillors and the Clerk have been following this up with Westmorland 
& Furness Council, but it appears that the officer who was dealing with it has now 
left the Authority. The Clerk now has another contact there and expects to receive a 
reply very soon. 

• Blocked drains and potholes continue to be monitored and are reported regularly. 
Residents are encouraged to report them also. 

• Litter management is a problem in the village. A suggestion was made that a ‘litter 
pick’ could be organised once or twice each year. It is believed that protective 
clothing and equipment can be supplied by ‘Westmorland & Furness Council’. This 
will be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

 
Next Parish Council meeting – Thursday 30th July at 7.00pm. Please do come along. If 
you have any issues, you would like to add to the agenda and discussed at a future Parish 
Council meeting.  

News from St. Bartholomew’s 

The latest news on services is always available in the Church’s weekly Newsletter 
available from https://kl.church.  

The Church is awaiting a detailed building survey report from our architect that will form 
the basis of a bid for some funding from the new Historic England ‘Places of Worship 
Renewal Fund’ to address the problems with the roof and the heating distribution. 

https://barbon.org.uk/
https://kl.church/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/what-we-fund/places-of-worship-renewal-fund/
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News from the Village Hall 

It’s been a busy few weeks at the Hall. The new replacement 
fencing round the playground and the relaying of the patio at the 
back of the hall are now completed. The new access door at the 
entrance is also now up and running. We have recently replaced 
the fire extinguishers and updated the lighting. We are grateful to 
those organisations who have generously awarded us grants to 
help fund the afore mentioned refurbishments; none of this would 
have happened without said support. That said, the grants alone 
are not enough to pay for refurbishments, and we rely on your 

support in attending our events. 

Film Nights are proving popular and are held the last Friday of the month. Please note, the 
film nights will be taking a break over the summer months and will return again in 
September.  

Maintenance of the Village Hall remains an ongoing financial pressure, with all monies 
raised from events going towards the maintenance and upkeep.  

Finally, if you are interested in becoming a Trustee of the Village Hall or simply helping on 
an ad hoc basis with events, please contact Martyn Merckle (Chairman) on 07970 175561. 

Barbon Village Hall Centenary 

June this year marks the Centenary of the Village Hall. To celebrate this, on Friday 19th 
June there will be a centenary afternoon tea in the Hall 2:00 – 4:00 pm. This event is by 
invitation only to the senior members of the community. In addition, the invitation will be 
extended to representatives from regular groups who use the village hall plus all the 
organisations who have awarded grants towards the ongoing maintenance and 
modernisation of the hall. Invitations to these groups and organisations will be going out in 
the coming weeks. 

On Saturday 4th July (changed from 20th June – last newsletter) from 5:00 pm the 
celebrations will continue with a Centenary family BBQ. This is open to all people who live 
in Barbon plus their friends and family. There will be entertainment, a bumper raffle and 
the bar will be open. See poster at the end. 

Both events are free in thanks to all who have and continue to support the village hall. 
Please keep a lookout on the village notice boards located at the hall and stable for more 
details in the coming weeks. 

If you would like to opt into receiving the Village Hall monthly events email please click 
here. 

Other Events 

Annual Flower Show 

The Annual Barbon and Middleton Flower Show will take place in the 
Village Hall on Saturday 8th August at 1:30 pm with staging of exhibits 
in the morning from 9:30 – 10:30am. As always, your entries are 
wanted for the show in the many Classes. Please support your show. 
Show Entry Forms will be available from the Village Hall and from the 
Church Porch and from the website barbon.org.uk. We want to see 
your entries! Closing date for entries 8:00 pm, Wednesday 5th August. 

https://mailchi.mp/b1eeecca54ec/barbon-village-hall-events-sign-up
https://barbon.org.uk/
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Annual Sheep Show and Sheepdog Trials 

A reminder about the Barbon & District Agricultural Society Annual 
Sheep Show & Sheepdog Trials taking place in the Barbon Manor 
Parkland on 22nd August. This is a great event for all the village, not 
just the farming community. Further details are in the poster at the end 
or on their Facebook Page (no login necessary). 

 

 

History of Barbon Village Hall 

 - A likely reconstruction of events 1924–1926 

Before the Barbon Village Hall existed, Barbon had a ‘Reading 
Room’ built in 1884 by Rev. James Harrison. It became an 
important social centre for the village and was one of the 
village’s earliest community buildings, predating the present 
village hall by more than 40 years. Local historical records 
describe it simply as a men’s reading room, a type of 
institution that was common in rural Britain during the late 
Victorian period.  

At that time, reading rooms were created to give working 
people access to newspapers, books, magazines and lectures in a warm communal 
space. In many villages they were seen as an alternative to spending evenings in the pub, 
and often became centres for education, discussion and social life. 

For Barbon specifically: 

• The reading room was established in 1884.  
• It served the village for around eighty years.  
• By the 1960s it had closed and was converted into a dwelling (house).  
• In 1926, Barbon built a new Village Hall, which included a lending library and 

gradually took over many of the community functions that the reading room had 
once provided.  

The Reading Room sits in an interesting period of Barbon’s history. The village school had 
been rebuilt in 1867, the Reading Room followed in 1884, and the new Church was built in 
1895. The Village Hall arrived in 1926, showing how the community steadily developed its 
public buildings during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Barbon Village Hall was established following the First World War, a period when many 
rural villages created community halls often funded through a mixture of local 
subscriptions, fundraising events, land gifts and charitable donations. 

Barbon lost a number of local men during the First World War, and throughout Cumbria 
many villages chose to build War Memorial Halls rather than erect only a monument, 
thus, serving a dual purpose; a memorial to those that died and a practical community 
building. 

Newspaper records from neighbouring Westmorland villages show committees being 
formed, trustees appointed, funds raised through fetes and subscriptions, and memorial 
halls opening between 1920 and 1926.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/314434108994846/
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Given an historian's comment that Barbon's hall was probably a War Memorial Hall, a 
likely sequence is: 

1. A village committee was formed in the early 1920s. 
2. Local residents raised money through subscriptions, concerts, dances, and 

agricultural events. 
3. Leading local families donated land and funds. 

This is borne out by the following newspaper article and accompanying photos. 
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Following the above fundraising event, land was given by Major Gibson on which to build 
the Village Hall. Money was also given by Lady Shuttleworth to fund the roof. Construction 
was completed in 1926, and the building opened as both a memorial and a practical 
community facility.  

Over the decades it has remained one of the main gathering places for the community of 
Barbon. 

The Hall Today 

In 1960, the Village Hall became a registered charity managed by a group of Trustees who 
operate under a legal written Trust Deed constitution. Charity No: 523051 reflecting its role 
as a community asset rather than a commercial venue. 

In 1980, a new toilet block and kitchen were added. This was funded by the County 
Council and from fund raising by the local community. In 1984, the local community once 
again came together to raise funds for replacement windows, and they also redecorated 
the Hall. 

In 2001 the land to the south of the hall that hosts the playground and the tennis courts 
was purchased after a highly successful fundraising ball organised by the Village Hall 
Committee. 

In 2004 new regulations came into force and to ensure the village hall was compliant, a 
significant grant application was submitted for a major refurbishment project that resulted 
in the Village Hall as we know it today. 

We are proud that Barbon Village Hall has become Barbon’s main community facility, 
serving a wide range of functions from community meetings and societies to family 
celebrations and weddings. 

Another Blast from the Past… 

We recently received a lovely email from John Harden, Chairman, Liverpool Motor Club, 
saying how much he enjoyed reading Vic Lord’s reminiscences in the last edition. Jon 
says, ‘I have met Vic, and he certainly has very clear memories of his time in Barbon.  I 
wonder if he could be persuaded to write down more of his memories. Items of this sort will 
become increasingly valuable in giving a vision of the history of Barbon and Middleton. 
Once people pass on, those memories will be lost for ever unless they are recorded for 
posterity.’  

The good news is that Chris is hoping to meet Vic this coming month and will certainly 
collect his memories for future editions. In fact, wouldn’t it be a wonderful idea if other 
current and past residents could be persuaded to recall Barbon as it was? We’re sure it 
would be of interest to other readers. Email Chris and Merlin on newsletter@barbon.org.uk  

mailto:newsletter@barbon.org.uk
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Jon adds, you may wish to add this year’s motorsport events to your calendar as it might 
help residents with their plans: 

The Car Hill climbs will be on 13th June and 11th July. The Motorcycle Hillclimb will be on 
27th June. 

Thank you Jon. 

Events 

Weekly 

Tues 9.30 – 10.30/11.00 am 

2:00 – 5:00 pm 

Yoga 

Bridge 

Barbon Village Hall 

Barbon Village Hall 

Wed 4:00 – 5:00 pm Healthy Steps Barbon Village Hall 

Thurs 7:30 – 9:00 pm Bell Ringing Practice St Bartholomew’s Tower 

Sun 11:00 – 12 noon Church Service St Bartholomew’s 

Sun 1:25 pm Weekly summer bus 
service to Kirkby Lonsdale 

Roadside near Hodge 
Bridge 

The Art Group will resume on Tuesday mornings in September. 

Monthly 

1st & 3rd 
Sunday 

10:00 – 
12:00 noon 

Lune Valley Vineyard Church Barbon Village Hall 

1st Sunday  8:00 pm Pub Quiz in aid of NW Air 
Ambulance 

Barbon Inn 

2nd Saturday  9:00 am – 
3:00 pm 

Antiques’ Fair and pop-up café. Barbon Village Hall 

Last Monday  2:00 – 4:00 
pm 

St Bartholomew’s coffee, cake and 
chat. All welcome. 

Barbon Village Hall 

Last Friday 7.30 pm Film Night- restarts in September Barbon Village Hall 

Dates for your Diary:  

13th June  Barbon Hill Climb Barbon Manor Parkland 

27th June  Motorcycle Hill Climb Barbon Manor Parkland 

19th June 2.00-4.00 pm Centenary Afternoon Tea party Barbon Village Hall 

4th July 5:00 pm Centenary BBQ Barbon Village Hall 

5th July  Barbon Hill Climb Barbon Manor Parkland 

8th August 1:30 pm Barbon and Middleton Annual 
Flower Show 

Barbon Village Hall 

22nd August  Barbon Sheep Show and 
Sheepdog Trials 

Barbon Manor Parkland 

 

Barbon & Middleton Village Website barbon.org.uk 

The editors can be contacted at newsletter@barbon.org.uk 

https://barbon.org.uk/
mailto:newsletter@barbon.org.uk
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